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much given to impulse, though he outranked Samp-
son, was put under his command. Sampson was
not gracious in his treatment of the Commodore,
and ill feeling resulted. When the time came to
promote both officers for their good conduct, Sec-
retary Long by recommending that Sampson be
raised eight numbers and Schley six, reversed their
relative positions as they had been before the war.
This recommendation, in itself proper, was sus-
tained by the Senate, and all the vitality the
controversy ever had then disappeared, though it
remains a bone of contention to be gnawed by
biographers and historians.